A new genus and species, Nacholapithecus kerioi have been erected
Introduction
Since 1982, abundant hominoid fossils have been found in the Aka-Aiteputh Formation near Nachola Samburu District, northern Kenya (Ishida and others, 1984; Rose and others, 1996; Nakatsukasa and others, 1998) . In previous papers this material has been assigned to the genus Kenyapithecus Leakey, 1962 , as "Kenyapithecus" sp . or K. cf africanus (Le Gros Clark and Leakey, 1951) but it has been evident to us for a number of years that the material is distinct from both Kenyapithecus wickeri and K. africanus not only at the specific, but also at the generic level. Continued use of the name Kenyapithecus for the Nachola hominoid implies closer relationships to this genus than is the case and we accordingly erect a new genus and species to highlight its distinctiveness. Generic diagnosis: Large-bodied hominoid, similar in size to Papio cynocephalus; strongly sexually dimorphic; maxillae with prominent canine juga and deep canine fossa; zygomatic process positioned above M1-M2, departing from maxilla at a steep angle; root of zygomatic arch low down on maxilla; subnasal region moderately elongated; I1-2 procumbent; palate shallow; incisive foramen small with slight overlap of premaxilla over the palatal process; mandibular body tall and thin; inferior transverse torus moderately developed; buccal hollow below lower premolars; canine jugum prominent; symphysis steep; root of ramus in anterior position (hiding the rear half of M3 in lateral view); high crowned and robust; C* and C* low crowned and robust; strong cusp heteromorphy in P3-4; two transverse crests and three distinct foveae in P4; upper molars with reduced lingual cingulum and relatively narrow crowns; I1-2 high crowned and narrow; C* low crowned and strongly bilaterally compressed; lower molars with moderately developed buccal cingula; M3 with triangular occlusal outline; high intermembral index (forelimb appreciably longer than hindlimb).
SYSTEMATICS
Species Nacholapithecus kerioi sp. nov.
Holotype: KNM BG 35250, partial skeleton comprising maxillae and mandible, incomplete vertebral column, and parts of both forelimbs and hindlimbs listed by Nakatsukasa and others. (1998) . Referred material: Abundant dentognathic and postcranial specimens from the Aka Aiteputh Formation, northern Kenya. A complete list will be provided in Ishida and others (in preparation). Species diagnosis: as for genus.
Type locality: BG K, Nachola, northern Kenya. Age: Middle Miocene, about 15 Ma (Sawada and others, 1998) . Etymology: The generic name is for the village of Nachola, Samburu District, Kenya; the species name honours the late Chief Kerio of Nachola.
